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Sparkbrook District – serving the communities of Moseley, Balsall Heath, Sparkhill and Sparkbrook

 Tornado Bulletin
                        6 October 2005

TORNADO – A FORCE FOR CHANGE - ENGAGEMENT EVENTS

Following the devastation caused by the Tornado, Sparkbrook District and the City Council will soon be presenting a recovery package to the Government. Residents’ views about the regeneration of their neighbourhoods are very important and the following engagement events will provide an opportunity to share your views.

· Women’s event to be held at the Family Centre, Farm Road on Monday, 10 October 2005 from 9.30 – 12.00 noon.    Crèche available.                        

· A traders’ regeneration event is arranged for Wednesday, 12 October 2005 from 4pm until 7pm at Clifton JI School, St. Paul’s Road, Balsall Heath. Refreshments will be available for the Breaking of Fast ceremony.                         

· Residents’ Regeneration Event Sunday, 16 October 2005 from 11.00 – 3.00 to be held at The Family Centre Farm Road.  A crèche will be available.

ASBESTOS

A pilot cleaning exercise has been conducted by the City Council to establish the effects of suspected asbestos containing material in the vicinity of Taunton Road.  It was reported that none of the samples collected   were above the normally expected background levels and compared favourably with   samples tested in areas not affected by the Tornado.  This clarification is most welcome and a copy of the report from the consultants can be obtained from Elaine Wills on 464 5402.
STREET REPRESENTATIVES

These have been identified for Birchwood Crescent, Coppice Road, Queenswood Road, Dearman Road and White Road. Further volunteers are welcome to apply 

to Becky Jones (303 5928) or Elaine Wills (464 5402). 

TREES   

Reports about fallen trees on private property should be reported to Elaine Wills (elaine.wills@birmingham.gov.uk) or by telephoning 464 9079.

SKIPS
Another order is to be placed with ISL Waste Services Ltd for skips to be provided on the following roads: Gladstone Road, Birchwood Road, Alder Road, Birchwood Crescent. The skips will be delivered early next week and will be in position for the 

weekend 15 and 16.10.05.  

SPECIAL STREET COLLECTIONS
These are due to commence in early November 2005 in the Sparkbrook ward. 

Special Street collections in the Springfield ward are already underway.   

TORNADO ENQUIRY ADVICE LINE
This is still operating on 0800 073 0440 as freephone or via 0121 303 0430 - A dedicated advice line provided via Sparkbrook Neighbourhood Office. 

Information and Advice can also be accessed from the Council’s network of Neighbourhood Offices as new issues emerge.

INSURANCE
A meeting has been arranged for Wednesday, 19.10.05. at 5.30pm at  

The Family Centre, Farm Road, Sparkbrook and will provide an opportunity to meet representatives from the Association of British Insurers (ABI). This meeting has been arranged for residents with insurance and will explain the role of the ABI once the usual insurance companies’ complaints procedures have been exhausted. The website address of the Association of British Insurers is www.abi.org.uk 

TORNADO HARDSHIP APPEAL
A fund is now open to collect money for people in personal hardship as a

direct result of the tornado and where the need cannot be met from another

source, such as insurance.

The Birmingham Foundation, a registered charity, has agreed to administer

the fund in partnership with local residents' groups.

Donations, suggestions and offers to raise money are most welcome. Cheques

should be sent to The Birmingham Foundation (Tornado Appeal), St Peter's

Urban Village, Bridge Road, B8 3TE phone 326 6886

Online donation via www.birminghamfoundation.org.uk

Application forms for the fund can be obtained from the Foundation. Remember

you must be directly affected by the tornado and in hardship as a result, to

apply. Amount of grant per household is likely to be limited.

 CHARITIES

We have made contact with a charitable organisation about clothing               provision to those in need and ISRA will be pleased to receive referrals. ISRA is located at 303, Stratford Road, Sparkbrook.  766 8771 and their normal hours of business are Monday – Saturday between 10am and 5pm.    Similarly, if you wish to donate clothing to a charity, ISRA will be pleased to receive any donations.      
COUNSELLING 

If a resident still feels traumatised by the tornado aftermath and would like to 

seek professional counselling, a referral should be requested through their 

General Practitioner.   

RESIDENTS’ MEETING


The next residents’ meeting will be held at the Family Centre, Farm Road on Tuesday   11 October 2005 at 7.00pm. Officers will be available at the start of the meeting to discuss individual residents’ issues. The formal meeting will commence at 7.15pm.
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