Tornado Hardship Appeal

 Initial meeting of residents with Birmingham Foundation

Friday 7th October

Present: 

Harvey Mansfield , Birmingham Foundation

John Newson, Alder Rd & St Paul’s Community Development Trust

Nicky Barron, Balsall Heath Forum & street reps

Esther Boyd, Queenswood Rd & Moseley + District Housing Association

Rohan Green, Birchwood Rd, Sparkhill North

Dick Atkinson (joined briefly), Balsall Heath Forum

	1. Progress to Date
	Action

	John Newson reminded everyone that a meeting of residents on 5th September had voted to proceed with setting up a hardship fund.
	

	John had been offered by St Paul’s Trust, to work on taking this forward.
	

	Harvey and Brenda had appeared on BBC Midlands Today.
	

	A residents’ meeting with the Council (27th Sept) had presented a petition requesting the Council to make a substantial donation.
	John to pursue

	2. Representation
	

	Birmingham Foundation wants a properly constituted committee of residents to work with. A committee of all the affected residents to be formed very soon. Difficulties of evening meetings due to month of Ramadan. Rohan to approach Shafique about being the rep from Sparkhill North Forum. Esther can represent Moseley & District Housing Association and perhaps all the 5 HAs in the area. 
	Rohan

Esther

	3. Name of the fund
	

	Consensus that “Tornado Hardship Appeal” conveyed very well what it is and does. This name to be used.
	

	4. Criteria for grant making
	

	Agreed that the appeal is to help people in hardship as a result of the tornado. Filter questions should ask people how loss or expense was a direct result of the tornado, how this is causing them hardship, why the items were not covered by insurance.
	

	Some needs may be met from other funding. A Help Sheet of these opportunities would be useful. CASA project to be asked if they can filter out applications that can be met by some other means.
	John

	5. Publicity
	

	Flyers have been designed by John. Need printing A5 size, with gift aid on the back. Harvey said the Foundation could help with this. The Foundation has a freepost address for return.
	Harvey

	Barry Henley’s PR company has offered help and can be asked to produce a poster at various sizes. It would not have his name on it.

Ask shops on Stratford Rd, Moseley Rd, and Moseley village, to display posters.
	John

	6. Patron
	

	The Lord Mayor understood to be sympathetic. Harvey to write and ask him to be patron exploring what he can and cannot do.
	Harvey

	The Bishop of Birmingham (now also Archbishop of York) Dick said he wishes to visit meet residents and support the appeal. Foundation PR person to pursue. Ask him to try to get David Miliband - Minister of Communities and Local Government involved. 
	B’ham Foundation

	7. Fundraising ideas
	

	BBC Midlands Today knows of an impresario offering to organise a concert. Foundation to pursue.
	Harvey

	Jo Ball at Foundation to talk to businesses in the city about donating to our appeal.
	Jo Ball

	Lloyd’s TSB Foundation – we probably do not meet their current criteria.
	

	District to organise ‘Tornado from the Air’ exhibition in city centre – a good opportunity to have a stall. When? Where?
	John

	8. Application process
	

	John to draft an application form, based on that of the Foundation
	John

	Housing associations could get tenant outreach officers to help application forms to get out and be completed.
	Esther

	Balsall Heath Forum can help with translation
	Nicky

	Uncertain if street reps could get the forms out, as their coverage is still incomplete
	

	Elaine Willis at District to mail out to all residents soon. Check her timetable.
	John
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