RESIDENTS TORNADO MEETING, ST PAULS SCHOOL, 11TH OCTOBER 2005

The turnout was very small and very unrepresentative, about twelve people, so it was agreed after some discussion that the meeting could only make recommendations to the meeting on Saturday. No decisions could be passed at this meeting.

- comments following a hyphen were made by people present.

Feedback from the Women’s Consultation

Val reported her experience of the event held on Monday at the Family Centre in Farm Road. 30 women at the most (probably less) attended throughout the session. The Council had set out four or five tables covering topics such as children, health, crime prevention, job and training, and safety in the home. Residents were encouraged to discuss their ideas with council employees and write suggestions on the large pieces of paper left on each table. Several residents raised concerns with the Council about whether the exercise would actually have any effect and could they trust that their views would be taken on board. I was promised by Elaine Wills from the Council that she would attempt to set up a meeting where residents could view the draft Council regeneration plan and make amendments before it is submitted.

The Council Meeting

Esther reported back that only four residents and eight council employees were present. Jerry Evans was chair. She said it was encouraging that when residents asked what was going to happen to all of the plans resulting from the residents’ consultation meetings they were informed that Aftab Ahmed would co-ordinate them into the report, along with the plans from the consultation events organised by the council. He has already asked for a copy from Ted Ryan. The co-ordinated report will be presented to the planning group first.

- 
Who are the planning group?

- 
lts largely Council and hugely unrepresentative.

Dick and Esther have been invited to the meetings (two to date) at the Sparkbrook District Office.

- 
In my opinion we have a great opportunity if the people in Moseley, Sparkhill, Sparkbrook and Balsall Heath can go beyond what we have already achieved and prepare the full Neighbourhood Vision. The Council may be persuaded that they should not be leading the process. At the moment the Council are continuing to feel in control of the renewal process. We need an inter-neighbourhood vision.

- 
I attended the Kings Heath Ward Committee meeting. Cllr Henley is very supportive of getting the government to come up with money for renewal, post-tornado. The interesting thing is that the area affected is covered by two different Districts and four different wards. I feel we should not lose the momentum we have built up.

Finding a Name 

Tornado Affected Neighbourhoods Group. (TANG) – there were no objections and this is put forward as a recommendation.

Tornado Action Group (TAG) – objections were raised to the tag connotation.

List of Aims agreed for recommendation to Saturday’s meeting:
1) 
To ensure that the views of the four tornado-affected neighbourhoods are paramount and that the Districts, Council, Central Government and other partners endorse and support this.

2) 
To support the local neighbourhoods affected by the tornado in practical ways.

3) 
To take up specific cases of areas worst affected.

4) 
To lobby for national support.

5) 
To publicise the ongoing problems.

6) 
To raise funds for and manage the Tornado Hardship Appeal.

7) 
To encourage the four neighbourhoods to develop their own distinct visions for the future and explore ways of implementing them.

8) 
To constantly strive to inspire, involve and include as many local people as possible in the activities and decision-making of the group.

9) 
To work with other like-mined organisations to achieve the above aims.

Committee Elections

- 
I have a lot of experience of being on committees but I am not actually a resident from the affected area. I put my name forward for the committee and have been put on the waiting list.

- 
The main committee should be made up of people directly affected.  There will be several sub-committees/working groups where participation will also be needed.

- 
We can approach organisations such as the Forums to ask them to appoint someone but how are we going to support the four resident nominations? 

- 
People have been asked to write a short paragraph about why they want to be on the committee and what they feel they will bring. 

- 
Residents should talk to other local people to ensure they have local support.

It was agreed that any committee elected at this stage could only be adhoc and should remain for perhaps three months only. The group is only in its early stages.

- 
Ideally we should be trying to outreach to local residents more, make it easy for people to get involved in anyway they can. For example street reps could deliver more information about what is being discussed and people could pass their comments back through their street rep.

Different people agreed to approach different organisations:

Moseley Forum and Residents: 
Esther and Dick

Balsall Heath Forum and Residents: 
Dick

Sparkhill North Forum and Residents:
Rohan+Joe+Violet

Sparkbrook Forum and Residents: 
Dick and Val

Multi-faiths: 
Mohammed Amin Evans

Traders – 3 associations: 
Dick

Housing Associations: 
Esther

Community Organisations: 
Danny

Petition

The following was agreed for recommendation to Saturday’s meeting:

“We, the undersigned residents of the neighbourhoods affected by the Tornado, support the renewal plan being drawn up by local residents at a series of meetings of the Tornado Affected Neighbourhood Group.  We further urge Local and Central Government to help to develop and then fund the plan.”

Action Groups

It was agreed that there would be space at the next meeting after Saturday to discuss setting up action groups to take on such things as publicity, press, writing the regeneration plan etc.

Val Hazarika and Esther Boyd14Oct05
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